5% ar)

- SECRET/EXDLS _ |

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
. Operations Center |

MIDDLE EAST TASK FORCE
Situation Report #18

$ituation Report in the Middle East as of 1800 EDT,’g§:T23)1973

October 10 was a day of | . sparring and regrouping on
the ground, with most of the hetion in the air. On the _
Golan Heights, Israeli forces consolidated positions on the
1667 cease~fire line. Israel claimed that al-Quneitra h§d
peen at least turned into a no-man's land. The Syrianh air
force, perhaps including Iragi planes, was unusually active.
According to Israel,the Syrians lost 19 aircraft fighting
IDF forces along the border with a loss of only one ?sraeli
aircraft. The IAF attacked Damascus International Airport
and conducted repeated attacks against the powelr station

in northern Syria as well as the rafinery at Homs, The
German, Swedish and Dutch Enbassies at Damasgus were re-
ported to be evacuating dependents.

The Egyptian air force was inactive. At the end of the
day, Egyptian ground forees wene podltioned on a line 6
kilometers east of the Canal, in some places bulging %o
10 kilometars. According to ITeraeli sources the IDF
repulsed Egyptian forces attenpting to turn acuth pelow
Gnaz. Israeli aircraft hit Port Said defenses again
heavily, as well as targets elsewhere in Egypt.

Greek, Israeli and our intelligence all- reported an
airlift of AN-12's to Aleppo (the Israelis clainm 16
flights). The Israelis speculate the main cargo 1is
missiles. There were also press reports that a Boelng

707 with TIsraeli markings was loaded with missiles and
bombs in Noxfolk October 10.

Jordan announced mobilization, but the King to}d us . this
was a psychological act, Anbassador Brown delivered a
copy of Allon's warning re Jordanian involvement to;the*
King and Prime Minister. At 11:00 P.M. Joxdanian time
the Prime Minister phoned to say the situation was .
increasingly critical. He is still trying to resist the
demandg of the Egyptians and Syrians that Jogdan enter
the battle immediately, but thinks the King is weakening.

(* 5:00 p.m. EDT)

' SECRET/EXDIS







