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INDICATIONS OF ARAB INTENTIONS TO INITIATE
HOSTILITIES

This paper deals in the first instance with military moves made
by Egypt and other Arab states during the past several weeks. Individually,
these moves do not appear to have great significance. Taken collectively,
however, they suggest a pattern of action that could be preparation for
hostilities against Israel, but they are also part of an effort to arouse
international concern and put psychological pressures on Israel and the US.

The balance of the paper is a discussion and assessment of the
objectives of Egypt and the other Arab states and of the likelihood of
hostilities in the near future. We conclude that whatever the Egyptian
and Arab leaders intend at this stage, the pattern of their actions thus
far does not provide the Arabs with a rational basis for an attack at an
early date.

"In recent weeks, the emphasis in Egyptian statements and activities
has gradually shifted toward preparing for war. The most serious
indicators to date are

~- Movement of SA-6 surface-to-air missiles to firing sites
within 20 miles of the Suez Canal; a program to convert SA-2
missile systems to more advanced models has also been
reported.

-- Transfer within the past month of about 30 Mirage V jet
fighters, which have a ground attack capability, from Libya

to Egypt. Flight operations by Egyptian pilots using these
aircraft have begun. About 16 Hawker Hunter jet fighters

also have arrived in Egypt from Iraq, with Iraqi pilots. About
10 Lightning jet fighters are expected from Saudi Arabia.

-~ Movement of TU-16 bombers from Aswan to the Cairo
area in late March. These aircraft are equipped to carry
air-to-surface missiles, but we have no evidence that the
missiles themselves have been moved from Aswan.

-~ A high state of alert imposed on the Egyptian air force
since 20 April; some air force reservists were recalled on
3 May.







